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CHAPTER 1276 
AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN 

H.F.558 

CH.1276 

AN ACT revising Iowa's aid to dependent children law to conform to federal law and the prac­
tices of the department of human services. 

Be It E'Mcted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 239.1, Code Supplement 1983, is amended by striking the section and in­
serting in lieu thereof the following: 

239.1 DEFINITIONS. As used in this chapter: 
1. "Assistance" means a money payment made under this chapter on behalf of a dependent 

child. 
2. "Dependent child" means a needy child under the age of eighteen years, or a needy 

person eighteen years of age who meets the additional eligibility criteria established by 
federal law or regulation, who has been deprived of parental support or care by reason of 
death, continued absence from the home, physical or mental incapacity, or partial or total 
unemployment of the parent. However, a child is not a dependent child solely by reason of a 
parent's absence from the home due to the parent's performance of active duty in the uniform­
ed services of the United States. 

3. "Department" means the department-of human services. 
4. "Director" means the director of the division of the department of human services to 

which the commissioner of human services assigns responsibility for the aid to dependent 
children program. 

5. "Division" means the division of the department of human services to which the commis­
sioner of human services assigns responsibility for the aid to dependent children program. 

6. "Protective payee" means a protective payee selected in accordance with 45 C.F.R. sec. 
234.60. 

7. "Recipient" is a person to whom the assistance grant is made or a person whose needs are 
included in granting assistance. 

8. "Specified relative" means a relative specified in 42 U.S.C. sec. 606 and in federal regula­
tions adopted pursuant to that section. 

9. "Vendor payment" means assistance paid to a third party and not to a specified relative 
with whom a dependent child is residing. 

Sec. 2. Section 239.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, and subsections 1, 2, and 3, Code Supple­
ment 1983, are amended by striking the paragraph and the subsections and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

Assistance shall be granted under this chapter to a dependent child who: 
1. Is living in a suitable family home maintained by a specified relative. 
2. Is living in this state other than for a temporary purpose, with a specified relative who is 

living in this state voluntarily with the intent of making the relative's home in this state and 
not for a temporary purpose. 
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Sec. 3. Section 239.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code Supplement 1983, is amended to read 
as follows: 

Applieatien An application for assistance t:mdeP this ehaflter shall be made to the eean-ty 

00affl ef the eoo-nty in whieh the dependent ehiM PeSides 6f' will reside in the eveftt assistanee 
is gpanted department. The application shall be in writing or reduced to writing in the 
manner and upon the form prescribed by the state director. Stieh The application shall be 
made by aft adult pei'S6ft 6f' a pei'S&ft eighteen yeIH'S ef age 6f' ekIeF- the specified relative with 
whom the dependent child resides or will reside, and shall contain &Heft the information as may­

be required by said on the application form. One application may be made for several children 
of the same family if they reside or will reside with the same pei'S6ft specified relative. 

Sec. 4. Section 239.4, Code 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
239.4 INVESTIGATION OF APPLICATION. Whene'ler a eoo-nty 00affl!i the department 

receives a notification ef the deflendeney ef that a child ~ ~ dependent child or receives an ap­
plication for assistance, an investigation and record of the circumstances shall promptly be 
made in order to ascertain the dependeney ef !! the child ~ !! dependent child and to ascertain 
the facts supporting the application. 

In cases involving physical or mental incapacity 6f' unfitness of either parent, the eoo-nty 
00affl ef S6eial welfare department may require as a condition for granting assistance 
hepeunder that &Heft incapacity 6f' unfitness be determined by a 00affl ef deeteps whieh shall be 
seleeted by the eoo-nty 00affl ef S6eial welfape physician or be supported !:!I pertinent medical 
evidence. 

Sec. 5. Section 239.5, Code Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
239.5 GRANTING OF ASSISTANCE AND AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE-CO-OPER­

ATION OF PARENT . 
.h Upon the completion of an investigation the department shall decide whether the child is 

eligible for assistance t:mdeP this ehapter and determine the amount of the assistance. The 
department shall, within thirty days, notify the pei'S6ft specified relative with whom the child 
is living or will be living, of the decision. ~ deflaptment may- petitien the Iewa ~ 00\lFt 
sitting in flrebate t6 establish, pupsuant t6 ehafltep 633, a eensep'latership EWe!' aH-Y peeiflient 
eligible fep assistanee t:mdeP this ehaptep. If a eensep'latepship is established the reeipient's 
assistanee payments shall be made t6 the eenser'latep. In additien t6 the assistanee granted 
tmdeF- this ehafltep, aft ameunt net t6 ffifeeed!eft dellaffl peP ease peP fOOftth may- be allewed fep 

eenser'latershifl 6f' guardianship fees if autheril'led by 00\lFt 6f'deF-. q'.fte dependent ehiM fep 

wOOm the gFaH-t is made shall be eriginally ehapged t6 the eean-ty in whieh the ehlld PeSides 
when: applieatien is made. 
~ q'.fte eean-ty 00ai'd, in aeeepdanee with ~ and standards established by the state 

deflartment ef humaR ser'liees, shall fHt the ameunt ef assistanee neeessary fep aH-Y dependent 
effild. In determining the amount of assistance, the eean-ty beard department shall take into 
consideration the income and resources of aH-Y the dependent child! the dependent child's 
parent or stepparent, or any other needy specified relative claiming assistance \HMlep this 
ehaflter. However, in fHting determining the amount of assistance for any ehlld 6f' family reci­
pients, the eoo-nty 00ai'd, in aeeerdanee with ~ established by the state department ef 
humaR ser'liees, may disregard a reasonable amount of the income ef the ehlld 6f' the family 
and resources, in order to encourage the family 6f' any ef it& members recipients to become 
self-supporting. The term "income" as tISed hePein means income remaining after deduction of 
expenses reasonably attributable to the earning or securing of that income in accordance with 
standards established !:!I the department. 
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3. The e6\lflty- 00al'd,- UBdeF- the supeFTJision ef the state department ef lH:tmaB seFviees, shall 
establish services to help families afld peFsons Feeeiving assistanee UBdeF- this ehapteF te reci­
pients become self-supporting; shall participate in the work and training program established 
by chapter 249C; and shall co-operate with other public agencies and with private agencies to 
secure employment, education, and vocational training for membeFs ef s-ueh families reci­
pients. Assistance, when granted, shall be paid at least monthly to an affillt peFS&ft OF a peFS&ft 

eighteen ye6;l'S ef age OF eldeF within the specified degrees ef relationship and relative with 
whom the child is living, fFem the fund faF- aid te dependent ehildren established by this 
ehapteF residing, upon the order of the state division, ~ that the e6\lflty- beafll: 
~ The department may order the assistance payments ma6e paid to another individual whe 

is interested in OF eoneeFned with the welfaFe ef the ehlld OF the peFS&ft with whem the ehlld is 
living wheR ~ protective payee!! it has been demonstrated that the peFS&ft specified relative 
with whom the child is living residing is unable to manage the assistance payments in the best 
interest interests of the child. Sueh ~ protective payments payment shall not be made beyond 
ene yeaF two years, except as provided in 45 C.F .R. sec. 234.60, and shall otherwise conform to 
the requirements of 42 U.S.C. sec. 606(b)(2) and the regulations established UBdeF- the pFe¥i­
si6fl& ef -':Pitle I¥ ef the Seeial SeeuFity Aet as amended by J!l:l.bl.ie baw- 00-248 adopted pursuant 
to that section. !! consistent with these regUlations, the department may petition the Iowa 
district court sitting in probate to establish, pursuant to chapter 633, ~ conservatorship over ~ 
recipient. !! ~ conservatorship ~ established the recipient's assistance shall be paid to the 
conservator. In addition to the assistance, an amount not to exceed ten dollars ~ case ~ 
month may be allowed for conservatorship or guardianship fees !! authorized !!l court order. 

Ne payment faF- aid te dependent ehildFen shall be ma6e UBle5s and UBtil the e6\lflty- beafll ef 
seeial welfaFe, with the adviee ef the e6\lflty- attorney shall eeFtify- that the parent Feeeiving 
the aid faF- the ehildFen is eo openting in legal aetiefts and etheF- eff6Fts te ebtaiB SUppOFt 
meney faF- said ehildFen fFem the Jlersons legally resJl6nsible faF- said SUpJl6Ft. 

§.: ~ vendor payment may be made !! the department determines payment to ~ third party 
~ essential to assure the proper use of assistance on behalf of ~ recipient. ~ vendor payment 
shall be made in accordance with 45 C.F.R. sec. 234.60. ------ -----------

! The division shall provide for the prompt notification of the department's child support 
recovery unit !! assistance ~ provided to ~ child whose parent ~ absent from the home. An 
applicant for or ~ recipient of assistance shall, as ~ condition of eligibility, cooperate with the 
child support recovery unit and the department in identifying and locating the parent of the 
child, in enforcing rights to periodic support payments, and, !! necessary, in establishing pater­
nity of the child, unless the applicant or recipient has good cause for refusing to cooperate, as 
determined by the department in accordance with the best interests of the child and with stan­
dards prescribed in 45 C.F.R. sec. 232.40, et seq. !! ~ specified relative with whom ~ child ~ 
residing ~ found to be ineligible for assistance because of failure to comply with the coopera­
tion requirements of this subsection, assistance, determined without regard to the needs of 
the specified relative, shall be provided to ~ protective ~ for the child. A protective ~­
ment made under this subsection ~ not subject to the two-year restriction in subsection ~ 

'!..:. The state comptroller shall, ll& lateF- than January 1, 191-'1 and upon receipt of a written 
signed request from the Jlef'S&ft entitled te reeeive assi~tanee established by this ehaJlter ~ 
recipient, shall order that payments be made directly to it bank, savings and loan association, 
or credit union of his OF he!' the recipient's choice. 
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Sec. 6. Section 239.6, Code 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
239.6 PERIODIC RECONSIDERATION, CHANGES, AND TERMINATION OF CRl .. NTS 

ASSIST ANCE. Afty Of' all assistanee gptlBt5 made UBdeft. thl& ehaptep shall be Assistance ~ 
subject to reconsideration at ftftY' time the 00UBty beaPd deems neeessapy every six months 
and shall may be peinvestigated and reconsidered by- the 00UBty beaPd as more frequently as 
may be peEIuiped. After ftftY'SHeh fupthep an investigation, the 00UBty beaPd shall m&lre fupthep 

PepePt t& the state dipeetop. Ypen SHeh PepePt, assistance may be continued, renewed, 
suspended, changed in amount, or entirely withdrawn, as the findings of SHeh pepopts the in­
vestigation warrant. As ~ condition of eligibility, the department may require periodic 
reports from recipients concerning their income, resources, family composition, and other 
circumstances. 

Sec. 7. Section 239.8, Code 1983, is amended by striking the section and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

239.8 OUT-OF-STATE ASSISTANCE. Out-of-state assistance shall be made only to a reci­
pient who retains residency in this state and remains otherwise eligible for assistance. The 
department shall periodically determine eligibility for assistance to out-of-state recipients. 

Sec. 8. Section 239.9, Code Supplement 1983, is amended by striking the section and inser­
ting in lieu thereof the following: 

239.9 FUNERAL EXPENSES. The department may pay, from funds appropriated to it for 
the purpose, a maximum of four hundred dollars toward funeral expenses on the death of a 
child who is receiving or has been authorized to receive assistance, provided: 

1. The decedent does not leave an estate which may be probated with sufficient proceeds to 
allow for payment of the funeral claim. 

2. Payments which are due the decedent's estate or beneficiary by reason of the liability of 
a life insurance, death or funeral benefit company, association, or society, or in the form of 
United States social security, railroad retirement, or veterans' benefits upon the death ofthe 
decedent, are deducted from the department's liability under this section. 

Sec. 9. Section 239.12, Code Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
239.12 AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN ACCOUNT. There is established in the state 

treasury an account to be known as the "Aid to Dependent Children Account" to which shall 
be credited all funds appropriated by the state for the payment of assistance &Bd benefits 
UBdeft. thl& ehaptep, and all other moneys received at any time for such purposes. Moneys 
assigned to the department under section 239.la 239.3 and received by the child support 
recovery unit pursuant to section 252B.5 and 42 U.S.C. sec. 664 shall be credited to the account 
in the fiscal year in which the moneys are received. All assistance and benefits UBdeft. this 
ehaptep shall be paid from the account. 

Sec. 10. Section 239.17, Code 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
239.17 RECOVERY OF ASSISTANCE OBTAINED BY FRAUDULENT ACT. Whosoevep 

A person who obtains, or attempts to obtain, or aids or abets any person to obtain, by means of 
a willfully false statement or representation, or by impersonation or any fraudulent device, 
ftftY' assistance as defined ffi thl& ehaptep to which the recipient is not en­
titled, shall be ~ personally liable for the amount of assistance thus obtained. &eh The 
amount of the assistance may be recovered from the offender or hl& the offender's estate in an 
action brought or by claim filed in the name of the state, and ltp&B peeovepy the state shall pay 
the 00UBty a poption thepeof equ:al t& the amount peid by- the 00\iBty with pespeet t& SHeh 
assistanee &Bd Pet\iPft the balanee of SHeh peeovepy t& the ftmd fer. aid t& dependent ehildpen 
and the recovered funds shall be deposited in the aid to dependent children account. The ac­
tion or claim filed in the name of the state shall not be considered an election of remedies to 
the exclusion of other remedies. - ---

Sec. 11. Section 239.18, Code Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
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239.18 STATE CONTROL EXCLUSIVE RULES. Qoestions el peliey- anti eontpol respee­
ting aaministpation el this ehaptep shall ¥est anti remaift ift the state ai'lision ef ehlkl anti 
family- sep'liees el the aepaptment el bumaft sep'liees el the state ellew& anti the state aipeetop 
el said aivision fep the popposes el aaminist~ping all pPo'lisions el this ehaptep. In order to pro­
vide a uniform state-wide program for aid to dependent children, the state aipeetop depart­
ment shall ppomolgate sueh adopt rules anti pegolations as mey be pursuant to chapter 17 A 
necessary to m:alre the pPo'lisions el implement this chapter onifepm ift all el the eoonties el 
this state and to ensure federal financial participation in the program. 

Sec. 12. Section 239.20, Code 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
239.20 COUNTY ATTORNEY TO ENFORCE. It is the intent el the genepal assembly that 

'liolations Violations of law relating to the aid to dependent children, meaieal assistanee, anti 
sopplemental assistanee program shall be prosecuted by county attorneys. Area prosecutors 
of the office of the attorney general shall provide sueh assistanee ift prosecution as mey be Pe­

~ assistance. It is the iBteBt el the genepal assembly that the fipst ppiopity fep in'lestiga 
tieft anti pposeeotion fep whleh funds are pPo'liaea by this Aet shall be fep fpaoaolent elaims eP 

ppaetiees by health eare 'lenaops anti pPo'liaeps. 
Sec. 13. Section 239.15, Code 1983, is repealed. 

Approved May 14, 1984 

CHAPTER 1277 
IOWA VETERANS HOME 

H.F.24-4-0 

AN ACT relating to the Iowa veterans home and its administration. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 219.1, Code 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
219.1 PURPOSE OF HOME - FOR WHOM MAINTAINED. 
h The Iowa veterans home, located in Marshalltown, shall be maintained as !! long-term 

health care facility providing multiple levels of care, with attendant health care services, for 
honorably discharged veterans and fep the their dependent spouses and for surviving spouses 
of sueh honorably discharged veterans. Eligibility requirements for admission to the Iowa 
veterans home shall coincide with the eligibility requirements for hospitalization in a United 
States veterans administration facility pursuant to title 38, United States Code, seetions 2M 
and section 610, and regulations promulgated under sueh pPo'lisions that section as amended 
to January 1, lW& 1984. 
~ As used in this chapter: 
~ "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the department of human services. 
b. "Member" means !! patient or resident of the home. 


